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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for inhibiting 1 IpHSDK comprising administering a 
compound of formula (I): 

O 




wherein: 

Ring A is selected from aryl or heteroaryl; 

is selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, 
sulphamoyl, Ci^alkyl, Ci-ealkenyl, C2^alkynyl, Ci-6alkoxy, Ci^alkanoyl, Ci^alkanoyloxy, 
A^-(Ci-6alkyl)amino, 7V;A^(Ci-6alkyl)2amino, Ci^alkanoylamino, iV-(Ci-6alkyl)carbamoyl, 
A(;i\^-(Ci-6alkyl)2carbamoyl, Ci-6alkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, Ci^alkoxycarbonyl, 
A^-(Ci^alkyl)sulphamoyl, A/;iV-(Ci-6alkyl)2Sulphamoyl, Ci^alkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyl, 
heterocyclyl, carbocyclylCo-ealkylene-Y-i and heterocyclylCo-6alkylene-Y-; or 
two groups on adjacent carbons may form an oxyCMalkoxy group or a Ca-salkylene group; 
wherein may be optionally substituted on carbon by -with one or more R^ g roups s e lect e d 
from R^ ; and wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be 
optionally substituted bv -with an R^ g roup sel e ct e d from R ^: 

n is 0-3; wherein the values of R* may be the same or different; 

R^R^R^andR^ are independently selected from hydrogen, hydroxy, amino, cyano, 
CMalkyl, Ci-4alkoxy, A^(CMalkyl)amino, //,iV-(CMalkyl)2amino, Ci-4alkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 
to 2, CMalkoxycarbonyl, Ci^alkoxycarbonylamino, CMalkanoyloxy, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl, 
carbocyclylCMalkyl^ and heterocyclylCMalkyl; or 

R^ and R^ together form oxo or a spiro attached heterocyclyl; wherein R^, R^, R^ and R^ may be 
independently optionally substituted on carbon bv -with o ne or more R^ffloups oolootod from R^ ; 
and wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally 
substituted bv -with an Rjl^^oup sel e cted from R^ ; 
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X and Z are independently selected from -CR^^R^^-, -S(0)a-, -0-, -NR^^-, -C(0)-, 
-C(0)NR'^-, -NR^^C(O)-, -0C(0)-, -C(0)0., -S02NR^\ er-and -NR^^SOiS wherein a is 0 to 2; 
r is 1 or 2; 
qisOor 1; 
pisOor 1; 
s isO or 1; 

Ring B is carbocyclyl or heterocyclyl; wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- 
moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally substituted by an R^^oup s e l e ct e d from R^ ; 

is a substituent on carbon and is selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, 
carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, CMalkyl, 
C2-4alkenyl, C2-4alkynyl, C^alkoxy, CMalkanoyl, CMalkanoyloxy, A^-(CMalkyl)amino, 
A^,A^-(CMalkyl)2amino, CMalkanoylamino, A^-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, Ar,A^-(CMalkyl)2carbamoyl, 
CMalkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, CMalkoxycarbonyl, Ar-(CMalkyl)sulphamoyl, 
A^,A^-(Ci_4alkyl)2Sulphamoyl, CMalkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl, 
carbocyclylCo^alkylene-Y-^ and heterocyclylCo^alkylene-Y-; wherein R^ may be optionally 
substituted on carbon bv -with o ne or more R' ^g roups select e d from R^ : and wherein if said 
heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally substituted bv -with a n R^^ 
group s e lected from R^ ; 

m is 0-3; wherein the values of R^ may be the same or different; 

Y is -S(0)a-, -0-, -NR^^-, -C(0)-, -C(0)NR^*-, -NR^^C(O)-, or -S02NR^^-; wherein a is 0 

to 2; 

R^R^andR** are independently selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, 
carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, CMalkyl, 
C2-4alkenyl, C2-4alkynyl, CMalkoxy, CMalkanoyl, CMalkanoyloxy, A^(CMalkyl)amino, 
A^,A^-(CMalkyl)2amino, CMalkanoylamino, A^-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, //,A^-(CMalkyl)2carbamoyl, 
CMalkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, CMalkoxycarbonyl, A^-(CMalkyl)sulphamoyl, 
MA^-(CMalkyl)2Sulphamoyl, CMalkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyl^ and heterocyclyl; wherein 
R^, R^^ and R^^ may be independentiy optionally substituted on carbon bv -with o ne or more R^^ 
groups : 

R^' and R" are independently selected from hydrogen, hydroxy, amino, cyano, CMalkyl, 
CMalkoxy, iV-(CMalkyl)amino, A';M(CMalkyl)2amino, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl^ 
carbocyclylCMalkyl, and.heterocyclylCMalkyl; wherein R" and R*^ may be independently 
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optionally substituted on carbon by -with one or more R^"^ g roups o e l e otod from R ^: and wherein 
if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^^ that nitrogen may be optionally substituted by-with 
an R^^ g roup soloctod from R ^: 

R^'* is selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, 
sulphamoyl, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, CMalkyl, C2^alkenyl, C2^alkynyl, CMalkoxy, 
CMalkanoyl, CMalkanoyloxy, iV-(CMalkyl)amino, iy;iV-(CMalkyl)2amino, CMalkanoylamino, 
iV^(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, Ar,Ar-(CMalkyl)2carbamoyl, Ci-4alkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, 
CMalkoxycarbonyl, A^-(CMalkyl)sulphamoyl, iy,iV-(CMalkyl)2Sulphamoyli and 
C 1 ^alkylsulphonylamino; 

R^, R^**, R^^, R*'^ and R^ are independently selected from CMalkyl, CMalkanoyl, 
CMalkylsulphonyl, CMalkoxycarbonyl, carbamoyl, A^-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, 
7V;A^-(Ci^alkyl)carbamoyl, benzyl, benzyloxycarbonyl, benzoyl, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl^ and 
phenylsulphonyl; wherein R^, R^^, R^^, R^^^ and R^^ may be independently optionally substituted 
on carbon bv -with one or more R^^ groups ; 

R^^ R*^ R^^ R^^ b}\ and R^^ are independently selected from hydrogen, 
phenyl, CMalkylsulphonylj, and CMalkyl; 

and R" are independently selected from selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, 
trifluoromethoxy, trifluoromethyl, amino, carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, methyl, 
ethyl, methoxy, ethoxy, acetyl, acetoxy, methylamino, ethylamino, dimethylamino, 
diethylamino, iV-methyl-iV-ethylamino, acetylamino, JV-methylcarbamoyl, iV-ethylcarbamoyl, 
iV;i\^dimethylcarbamoyl, iy;//-diethylcarbamoyl, iV-methyl-A/-ethylcarbamoyl, methylthio, 
ethylthio, methylsulphinyl, ethylsulphinyl, mesyl, ethylsulphonyl, methoxycarbonyl, 
ethoxycarbonyl, A^-methylsulphamoyl, 7V-ethylsulphamoyl, A^^AT-dimethylsulphamoyl, 
N, A^-diethylsulphamov l and ei^A^-methyl-A^-ethylsulphamoyl; 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof; 

in th e manufactur e of a m e dicam e nt for us e in th e inhibition of 1 ipHSDl; 

with the proviso that said compound is not (l-methyl-l-pyrid-3-ylethyl)-(pyrid-3-yl)-ketone. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method us e of a compound, or a pharmaooutioally Qoooptablo 
salt th e r e of, as claim e d in^ claim 1^ wherein Ring A is selected from phenyl, naphthyl, thienyl, 
fiiryl, thiazolyl, pyridyl, imidazolyl, benzothiazolv l and ef-benzothienyl. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method use of a compounds or a pharmac e utioally aoooptabl o 
salt thoroof, as olaimod in e ither of claim 1 ^ or claim 2 wherein R} is selected from halo, cyano, 
hydroxy, Ci^alkyl, Ci^alkoxy, iy,A^(Ci^alkyl)2amino, Ci-6alkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyU 
and heterocyclylCo-6alkylene-Y-; or two groups o n adjacent carbons may form an 
oxyCi^alkoxy group; wherein R* may be optionally substituted on carbon bv -with one or more 

Y is -S(0)a-, or-0-; wherein a is 0 to 2; and 
R^ is halo. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method us e of a compound, or a pharmao e utically acc e ptable 
salt th e r e of, as claim e d in any on e of claims U[[-3]] wherein R^, R^, R"*^ and R^ are 
independently selected from hydrogen, hydroxy, CMalkyl, Ci^alkoxy, //-(CMalkyl)amino, 
carbocyclyl, carbocyclylCi^alkyl^ and heterocyclic Malkyl; wherein R^, R*', R"*^ and R^ may be 
independently optionally substituted on carbon bv -with o ne or more 

R^ is selected from halo, cyano, CMalkyl^ andiy,A^-(CMalkyl)2amino. 

5. (Currently Amended) The metho du se of a compound, or a pharmaooutioally aocoptablo 
salt th e r e of, as claimed in any one of claims 1 J[-6]] wherein X is -S(0)a-, -0-, -NR^^-, 
-NR'^C(O)-, -SOzNR^^-, or -NR'^S02S wherein a is 0 or 2; and 

R*^, R^^^ and R*^ are independently selected from hydrogen, phenyl, CMalkylsulphonyl^ 
and Ci^alkyl. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method us e of a compound, or a pharmacoutically acooptablo 
salt th e r e of, as claim e d in any on o of claims li[[-5]] wherein Ring B is phenyl, thienyl, furyl, 
thiazolyl, piperidinyl, piperazinyl, pyrrolidinyl, 1,3-dihydroisoindolyl, morpholinyl, naphthyl, 
cyclohexyl, pyridyl, imidazolyl, 1,2,4-triazolyl, 1,3-benzodioxolyl, thiomorpholinyl, 
pyrimidinyl, pyrazinyl, pyridazinyl, benzimidazolyl^ or pyrimidinyl; wherein if Ring B contains 
an -NH- moiety, that nitrogen may be optionally substituted bv -with an Regroup s e l e ct e d from 

R is Ci-4alkyl or benzyl; wherein R may be optionally substituted on carbon bv ^wiih 
one or more R^ ^ group s: wh e r e in and 
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7. (Currently Amended) The niethod uso of a compound, or a pharmacoutioally aco e ptablo 
salt thereof, as olaimod in any one of claims li[[-6]] wherein is a substituent on carbon and is 
selected from halo, hydroxy, nitro, cyano, carbamoyl, Ci^alkyl, Ci-^alkoxy, CMalkanoyl, 
iV;Ar-(CMalkyl)2amino, CMalkanoylamino, 7V-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, iV;^-(Ci-4alkyl)2carbamoyl, 
CMalkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 or 2, CMalkoxycarbonyl, iV,iV-(CMalkyl)2Sulphamoyl, carbocyclyl, 
heterocyclyl^ and carbocyclylCo^alkylene-Y-; wherein R^ may be optionally substituted on 
carbon bv -with one or more R*^ g roups s e l e ct e d from R^ : and wherein if said heterocyclyl 
contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally substituted bv -with an R^^ g roup 
s e l e ct e d from R^ ; 

Yis -C(0) or .C(0)NR^^s 

1 8 • 

R IS selected from halo, cyano, hydroxy, Ci^alkoxy^ and heterocyclyl; 
R^^ is heterocyclyl; and 
R^^ is hydrogen. 

8. (Currently Amended) The metho d uoo of a compound o f formula (T) (as dopiotod in claim 
1a[[)]] wherein: 

Ring A is selected from phenyl, naphthyl, thienyl, furyl, thiazolyl, pyridyl, imidazolyl, 
benzothiazoly h and et-benzothienyl; 

R' is selected from halo, cyano, hydroxy, Ci^alkyl, Ci-ealkoxy, iy;iV-(Ci^alkyl)2amino, 
Ci-ealkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyU and heterocyclylCo.6alkylene-Y-; or two R^ groups on 
adjacent carbons may form an oxyd^alkoxy group; wherein R^ may be optionally substituted 
on carbon bv -with one or more R'^ g roups s e l e ct e d from R^ ; 

Y is -S(0)a-, or-O-; wherein a is 0 to 2; and 

R'' is halo[[.]]; 

n is 0-3; wherein the values of R^ may be the same or different; 
r is 1 or 2; 
s is 0; 

R^, R^ R^^ and R^ are independently selected from hydrogen, hydroxy, CMalkyl, 
CMalkoxy, iV-(CMalkyl)amino, carbocyclyl, carbocyclylCMalkyl^ and heterocyclylCi^alkyl; 
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wherein R^, R^, R"*^ and R^ may be independently optionally substituted on carbon bv -with one 

or more R^ g roups solect e d from R^ : wh e r e in 

R^ is selected from halo, cyano, CMalkyU and 7/,A^-(Ci-4alkyl)2amino[[.]]i 

X is -S(0)a-, -0-, -NR^^-, -NR^^C(O)-, -SOzNR^^ or -NR^^SOzS wherein a is 0 or 2; and 

R*^, R^^ and R*^ are independently selected from hydrogen, phenyl, CMalkylsulphonyU 

and CMalkyl; 

q is 0 or 1; 
pisOorl; 

Ring B is phenyl, thienyl, furyl, thiazolyl, piperidinyl, piperazinyl, pyrrolidinyl, 
1,3-dihydroisoindolyl, morpholinyl, naphthyl, cyclohexyl, pyridyl, imidazolyl, 1,2,4-triazolyl, 
1,3-benzodioxolyl, thiomorpholinyl, pyrimidinyl, pyrazinyl, pyridazinyl, benzimidazolyl^ or 
pyrimidinyl; wherein if Ring B contains an -NH- moiety, that nitrogen may be optionally 
substituted by a group selected from R^^; 

17" 17 

R IS Ci^alkyl or benzyl; wherein R may be optionally substituted on carbon bv -with 
one or more R^^ groups : wh e r e in 
R^^ is methoxy; 

R^ is a substituent on carbon and is selected from halo, hydroxy, nitro, cyano, carbamoyl, 
CMalkyl, CMalkoxy, Ci^alkanoyl, 7V;iV-(Ci^alkyl)2amino, CMalkanoylammo, 
iV-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, iV;iV-(CMalkyl)2carbamoyl, CMalkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 or 2, 
CMalkoxycarbonyl, iV,A^-(CMalkyl)2Sulphamoyl, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyU and 
carbocyclylCo^alkylene-Y-; wherein R^ may be optionally substituted on carbon bv -with one or 
more R_groups sel e ct e d from R ; and wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ 
that nitrogen may be optionally substituted bv -with a n R^^oup selootod from R^ ; 

Y is -C(0) or -C(0)NR^^-; 

R*^ is selected from halo, cyano, hydroxy, Ci^alkoxy^ and heterocyclyl; 
R^^ is heterocyclyl; and 
R is hydrogen: and 

m is 0-3; wherein the values of R^ may be the same or different[[;]] 
or a pharmaoeutioally acc e ptabl e salt thereof; 

in the manufacture of a modioamont for use in the inhibition of 1 IpHSDl; 

with the proviso that said compound is not (1 methyl 1 pyrid 3 ylethyl) (pyrid 3 yl) k e tone . 
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9. (Currently Amended) A compound of formula (I) (qg depict e d in claim 1) selected from: 
[2-(4-chlorophenyl)-l-(pyrid-3-yl)ethyl]-(4-chlorophenyl)-ketone; 
[2-(4-chlorophenyl)- 1 -(pyrazin-2-yl)ethyl]-(pyridin-3-yl)-ketone; 
(a-methylamino-4-chlorobenzyl)-(4-chlorophenyl)-ketone; 
(benzothiazol-2-yl)-(pyrrolidin-l-ylsulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 
(thiazol-2-yl)-(pyrrolidin- 1 -ylsulphonylme1hyl)-ketone; 

[ 1 -(morpholinosulphonyl)- 1 -methy lethyl] -(4-fluorophenyl)-ketone; 
(4-fluorophenyl)-[A^-(cyclohexyl)-Ar-(isopropyl)sulphamoylmethyl]-ketone; 
(4-fluorophenyl)-[A^-(pyrid-2-yl)-//-(methyl)sulphamoylmethyl]-ketone; 
(4-methylphenylsulphonylmethyl)-(4-cyanophenyl)-ketone; 
(4-ethoxyphenoxymethyl)-(4-chlorophenyl)-ketone; 
(4-chlorophenyl)-[3-(2,6-difluorobenzoylamino) propyl)]-ketone; and 
(4-chlorophenyl)-[3-(4-methoxyphenylsulphonylamino)propyl)]-ketone; 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method us e of a compound of formula (I) (as depicted in claim 
lx[[)]] wherein the compound of formula fl) is selected from: 
(a-methyl-a-hydroxy-4-chlorobenzyl)-(4-chlorophenyl)-ketone; 
(morpholinosulphonylmethyl)-(4-fluorophenyl)-ketone; 
(7V-methyl-4-methylanilinosulphonylmethyl)-(4-chlorophenyl)-ketone; and 
(A(-methyl-4-chloroanilinomethyl)-(4-chlorophenyl)-ketone; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereofI[;]] 

in the manufacture of a medicament for use in th e inhibition of 1 ipHSDl . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A compound of formula (Ij): 




wherein: 



9 



Application No. : Not Yet Assigned Docket No. : ASZD-PO 1 -804 

is selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, 
sulphamoyl, Ci-6alkyl, C2-6alkenyl, Cz-aalkynyl, Ci^alkoxy, Ci-aalkanoyl, Ci^alkanoyloxy, 
A^-(Ci.6alkyl)amino, A^,A^-(Ci_6alkyl)2amino, Ci^alkanoylamino, A^-(Ci^alkyl)carbamoyl, 
7V;//-(Ci^alkyl)2carbamoyl, Ci^alkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, Ci^alkoxycarbonyl, 
iV-(Ci.6alkyl)sulphamoyl, iV;Ar-(Ci-6alkyl)2Sulphanioyl, Ci-6alkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyl, 
heterocyclyl, carbocyclylCo-6alkylene-Y-i and heterocyclylCo-ealkylene-Y-; or 
two groups o n adjacent carbons may form an oxyCMalkoxy group or a Ca-salkylene group; 
wherein R' may be optionally substituted on carbon bv -with o ne or more R^ g roup s G e l e ct e d 
from R^ ; and wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be 
optionally substituted by an gf_group s e l e ct e d from R^ ; 

n is 0-3; wherein the values of R* may be the same or different; 

and R^ are independently selected from hydrogen, hydroxy, amino, cyano, CMalkyl, 
CMalkoxy, //-(CMalkyl)amino, A/;//-(CMalkyl)2amino, CMalkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, 
CMalkoxycarbonyl, CMalkoxycarbonylamino, CMalkanoyloxy, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl, 
carbocyclylCMalkyl^ and heterocyclylCMalkyl; or 

R^ and R^ together forni oxo or a spiro attached heterocyclyl; wherein R^ and R^ may be 
independently optionally substituted on carbon bv -with one or more R^ g roups oolootod from R^ : 
and wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally 
substituted bv -with an R^^ g rou p s e l e otod from R^ : 

Ring B is a heterocyclyl linked to the sulphonyl of the compound of formula (Ij) via a 
nitrogen atom; wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be 
optionally substituted bv -with an Regroup selected from R^ ; 

R* is a substituent on carbon and is selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, 
carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, Ci^alkyl, 
C2^alkenyl, C2^alkynyl, Ci^alkoxy, CMalkanoyl, CMalkanoyloxy, A^-(CMalkyl)amino, 
7V;A^-(Ci-4alkyl)2amino, Ci^alkanoylamino, A^-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, A^,A^-(CMalkyl)2carbamoyl, 
CMalkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, Ci^alkoxycarbonyl, A^-(CMalkyl)sulphamoyl, 
iV;A^-(CMalkyl)2Sulphamoyl, CMalkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl, 
carbocyclylCo^alkylene-Y-^ and heterocyclylCo-4alkylene-Y-; wherein R^ may be optionally 
substituted on carbon bv -with one or more R^^ g roups sel e cted from R^ : and wherein if said 
heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally substituted bv -with an r1^ 
group s e l e ct e d from R^ ; 
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m is 0-3; wherein the values of may be the same or different; 

Y is -S(0)a-, -0-, -NR^^-, -C(0)-, -C(0)NR^*-, -NR^^C(O)-, or -SOaNR^^-; wherein a is 0 

to 2; 

R^, and R*^ are independently selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, 
carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, CMalkyl, 
Ci^alkenyl, C2-4alkynyl, CMalkoxy, CMalkanoyl, CMalkanoyloxy, iV-(CMalkyl)amino, 
A/;iV-(CMalkyl)2amino, C^alkanoylamino, A^-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, Ar,;V-(CMalkyl)2carbamoyl, 
Ci^alkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, CMalkoxycarbonyl, ^-(CMalkyl)sulphamoyl, 
iV;//-(CMalkyl)2Sulphamoyl, CMalkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyU and heterocyclyl; wherein 
R^, R^ and R*^ may be independently optionally substituted on carbon bv -with one or more R^* 
groups : 

R^, R*^, R*\ and R^^ are independently selected from Ci^alkyl, CMalkanoyl, 
CMalkylsulphonyl, CMalkoxycarbonyl, carbamoyl, A^(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, 
A^,A^-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, benzyl, benzyloxycarbonyl, benzoyl, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl^ and 
phenylsulphonyl; wherein R^, R^^, R^^^ and R^^ may be independently optionally substituted on 
carbon by -with one or more R^^ groups : 

are independently selected from hydrogen, phenyl, 
CMalkylsulphonyl^ and CMalkyl; 

26 27 

R'" and R" are independently selected from selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, 
trifluoromethoxy, trifluoromethyl, amino, carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, methyl, 
ethyl, methoxy, ethoxy, acetyl, acetoxy, methylamino, ethylamino, dimethylamino, 
diethylamino, iV-methyl-//-ethylamino, acetylamino, A^methylcarbamoyl, iV-ethylcarbamoyl, 
A^,7\^dimethylcarbamoyl, A^,iV-diethylcarbamoyl, A^-methyl-JV-ethylcarbamoyl, methylthio, 
ethylthio, methylsulphinyl, ethylsulphinyl, mesyl, ethylsulphonyl, methoxycarbonyl, 
ethoxycarbonyl, A^-methylsulphamoyl, A^-ethylsulphamoyl, MA^-dimethylsulphamoyl, 
7V,A^-diethylsulphamoyli_andef^A^-methyl-A^--ethylsulphamoyl; 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof; 
with the proviso that said compound is not 
(phenyl)-[a-(pyrrolidin- 1 -ylsulphonyl)benzyl]-ketone; 
(phenyl)-[a-(morpholinosulphonyl)benzyl]-ketone; 

(4"Carbamoylphenyl)-[4-(5-chloropyridin-2-yloxy)piperidin-l-ylsulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 
(4-carbamoylphenyl)-[4-(4-fluorophenyl)piperidin-l-ylsulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 
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(4-fluorophenyl)-[4-(5-chloropyridin-2-yloxy)piperidin-l-ylsulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 
(phenyl)-[4-(5-chloropyridin-2-yloxy)piperidin-l-ylsulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 
(4-chlorophenyl)-(piperazin-l-ylsulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 
(4-chlorophenyl)-[4-(/-butoxycarbonyl)piperazin-l-ylsulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 
(4-hydroxyphenyl)-(morpholinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; or 

(phenyl)-(l ,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinolin-2-ylsulphonylmethyl)-ketone; and with th e proviso that 
when and are hydrogen, m is 0^ and Ring B is 4-methylpiperazin-l-yl, then (R})n is not 
hydrogen, 4-fluoro, 4-nitro, 3,4-dimethoxy, 4-methoxy, 4-^-butyl, 4-trifluoromethylji or 4-chloro; 
and with th e proviso that 

when R^ and R^ are hydrogen, m is 0^ and Ring B is morpholino^ then (R^)n is not hydrogen, 
4-dimethylamino, 4-nitro, 4-methoxy, 4-^-butyl, 4-trifluoromethyl, or 4-fluoro or 4-chloro. 

12. (Currently Amended) A compound of formula (Ik): 




ak) 

wherein: 

is selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, 
sulphamoyl, Ci-ealkyl, Cz^alkenyl, C2-6alkynyl, Ci-6alkoxy, Ci-6alkanoyl, Ci^alkanoyloxy, 
A^(Ci^alkyl)amino, 7/,A^-(Ci^alkyl)2amino, Ci^alkanoylamino, A^-(Ci.6alkyl)carbamoyl, 
A/;A^(Ci.6alkyl)2carbamoyl, Ci.6alkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, Ci-6alkoxycarbonyl, 
A^-(Ci.6alkyl)sulphamoyl, A^,//-(Ci-6alkyl)2Sulphamoyl, Ci^alkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyl, 
heterocyclyl, carbocyclylCo-6alkylene-Y-^ and heterocyclylCo-6alkylene-Y-; or 
two R* groups on adjacent carbons may form an oxyCMalkoxy group or a Ca-salkylene group; 
wherein R^ may be optionally substituted on carbon bv- with one or more R^ g roup s s e leotod 
from R^ ; and wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be 
optionally substituted bv -with an R^ g roup s e l e ct e d from R^ : 

n is 0-3; wherein the values of R* may be the same or different; 

and are independently selected from hydrogen, hydroxy, amino, cyano, CMalkyl, 
CMalkoxy, A^(CMalkyl)amino, A^,iV-(CMalkyl)2amino, CMalkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, 
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CMalkoxycarbonyl, CMalkoxycarbonylamino, Ci-4alkanoyloxy, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl, 
carbocyclylCMalkyl^ and heterocyclylCMalkyl; or 

and together form oxo or a spiro attached heterocyclyl; wherein R^ and R^ may be 
independently optionally substituted on carbon bv -with one or more R^ g roups o e leotod from R^ : 
and wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally 
substituted bv -with a n R^^ g rou p o e leotod from R^ : 

Ring B is carbocyclyl or heterocyclyl; wherein if said heterocyclyl contains an -NH- 
moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally substituted bv -with an R^ g rou p s e l e ct e d from R^ : 

is a substituent on carbon and is selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, 
carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, CMalkyl, 
C24alkenyl, C2-4alkynyl, Ci^alkoxy, CMalkanoyl, CMalkanoyloxy, A^-(CMalkyl)amino, 
A(,A^-(Ci-4alkyl)2amino, CMalkanoylamino, A^-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, A^,A^-(CMalkyl)2carbamoyl, 
CMalkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, CMalkoxycarbonyl, A^-(CMalkyl)sulphamoyl, 
Ar,A^-(CMalkyl)2Sulphamoyl, CMalkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl, 
carbocyclylCo-4alkylene-Y-^ and heterocyclylCo^alkylene-Y-; wherein R^ may be optionally 
substituted on carbon bv -with o ne or more R^^g roups se l e ct e d from R^ : and wherein if said 
heterocyclyl contains an -NH- moiety^ that nitrogen may be optionally substituted bv -with an R^ 
group s e l e cted from R^ ; 

m is 0-3; wherein the values of R^ may be the same or different; 

Y is -S(0)a-, -0-, -NR^*^-, -C(0)-, -C(0)NR^^-, -NR^C(0)-, or -SOiNR^^-; wherein a is 0 

to 2; 

R^, and R^* are independently selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, amino, 
carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, CMalkyl, 
C2^alkenyl, C2-4alkynyl, d^alkoxy, CMalkanoyl, Ci^alkanoyloxy, A^-(CMalkyl)amino, 
A^,//-(CMalkyl)2amino, CMalkanoylamino, A^(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, A/,A^-(CMalkyl)2carbamoyl, 
Ci^alkylS(0)a wherein a is 0 to 2, CMalkoxycarbonyl, A^-(CMalkyl)sulphamoyl, 
A^,A^-(CMalkyl)2Sulphamoyl, CMalkylsulphonylamino, carbocyclyl^ and heterocyclyl; wherein 
R^R^andR^^ may be independently optionally substituted on carbon by -with one or more R^^ 
groups : 

R^ R^^ R'^andR^^ are independently selected from CMalkyl, CMalkanoyl, 
Ci^alkylsulphonyl, CMalkoxycarbonyl, carbamoyl, iV-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, 
A';iV-(CMalkyl)carbamoyl, benzyl, benzyloxycarbonyl, benzoyl, carbocyclyl, heterocyclyl and 
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phenylsulphonyl; wherein R^^, R^\ and R^^ may be independently optionally substituted on 
carbon by -with one or more groups : 

are independently selected from hydrogen, phenyl, 

CMalkylsulphonyU and CMalkyI; 

R^SndR" are independently selected from selected from halo, nitro, cyano, hydroxy, 
trifluoromethoxy, trifluoromethyl, amino, carboxy, carbamoyl, mercapto, sulphamoyl, methyl, 
ethyl, methoxy, ethoxy, acetyl, acetoxy, methylamino, ethylamino, dimefliylamino, 
diethylamino, //-methyl-//-ethylamino, acetylamino, iV-methylcarbamoyl, iV-ethylcarbamoyl, 
//,A^-dimethylcarbamoyl, A/;iV-diethylcarbamoyl, iV-methyl-A^-ethylcarbamoyl, methylthio, 
ethylthio, methylsulphinyl, ethylsulphinyl, mesyl, ethylsulphonyl, methoxycarbonyl, 
ethoxycarbonyl, A^-methylsulphamoyl, A^-ethylsulphamoyl, iV;Ar-dimethylsulphamoyl, 
A^, A^-diethy Isulphamoy lj_and of-TV-methy 1-A^-ethylsulphamoyl; 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof; 
with the proviso that said compound is not 
(phenyl)-(5 -methylpyrazol-3 -ylaminosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 

(phenyl)-[(2-methyl-6-methoxy-2,3-dihydrobenzofuran-4-yl)aminosulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 

(phenyl)-(l-phenyl-3-methylpyrazol-5-ylaminosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 

(phenyl)-[ 1 -(cyclohexyl-iV-methylaminosulphonyl)ethyl]-ketone; 

(phenyl)-[l-(phenyl-JV-methylaminosulphonyl)ethyl]-ketone; 

(phenyl)-(cyclohexylaminosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 

(phenyl)-[(2-phenyl-4-acetyl-5-methylimidazol-3-yl]-A^methylaminosulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 

(phenyl)-[(2-phenyM-acetyl-5-methylimidazol-3-yl]aminosulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 

(phenyl)-(2,4,5,6,7,8-hexahydrocycloheptapyrazol-3-ylaminosulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 

(phenyl)-(4,5,6,7-tetrahydro-2H-indazol-3-ylaminosulphonylmethyl]-ketone; 

(phenyl)- [(4-phenyl-5 -methylpyrazol-3 -y l)aminosulphonylmethy 1] -ketone ; 

(phenyl)-[3-(l-carboxymethyl-3-methyl-4-oxo-l,2,3,4-tetrahydrophthalazin-2-yl)anilinosulphon 

ylmethyl]-ketone; 

(phenyl)- {3-[ 1 -(methoxycarbonylmethyl)-3-methyl-4-oxo- 1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydrophthalazin-2-yl]anil 
inosulphonylmethyl} -ketone; (phenyl)-(4-methylanilinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 
(phenyl)-(2-benzoyl-4-chloroanilinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 
(phenyl)-(2,3-dimethylanilinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 
(phenyl)-(3,4-dimethylanilinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 
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(phenyl)-(3-methylanilinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 
(phenyl)-(3-methoxyanilinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; 

(phenyl)-(anilinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; (phenyl)-(2-acetylanilinosulphonylmethyl)-ketone; or 
(phenyl)-[a-(iV-ethylanilinosulphonyl)benzyl]-ketone. 

13. (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition which comprises a compound of 
formula (I), (Ij) or (Ik), or a pharmao e utioally aocoptablo salt thereof, as claim e d in any one of 
claims 9, 1 1 or 12, or a pharmaceuticallv acceptable salt thereof, in association with a 
pharmaceutically[[-]] acceptable diluent or carrier. 

14. (Currently Amended) A compound of th e formula (I), (Ij) or (Ik), or a pharmac e utically 
acc e ptabl e salt th e r e of, a s claim e d in m ethod for inhibiting IIBHSDK comprising administering 
to a warm-blooded animal, a therapeutically effective amount of a compound of any one of 
claims 9, 1 U or 12 , for use in a method of prophylactic or th e rapeutic treatm e nt of a 

warm blood e d animal, ouch as man . 

15-16. (Cancelled). 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A method for the treatment of a metabolic syndrome, comprising 
inhibiting 1 1 BHSDl T h e use of a compound as claimed in any on e of claims claim 1-8, or 10-er 
16 wh e r e in production of, or producing an, 1 ipHSDl inhibitory effect refers to th e tr e atment of 
m e tabolic syndrom e. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method for the treatment of a disease selected from Th e uso of a 
compound as claim e d in any one of claims 1 8, 10 or 16 wher e in production of, or producing an, 
1 IpHSDl inhibitory e ff e ct r e f e rs to th e tr e atm e nt of diabetes, obesity, hyperlipidaemia, 
hyperglycaemia, hyperinsulinemia . and ^hypertension, comprising inhibiting llBHSDl as 
claimed in claim 1 or lO p artioularly diabet e s and ob e sity . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A method for the treatment of a disease selected from Th e us e of a 
compound as claim e d in any on e of claims 1 8, 10 or 16 wher e in production of, or producing an, 
1 ipHSDl inhibitory e ff e ct refers to the treatm e nt of glaucoma, osteoporosis, tuberculosis, 
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dementia, cognitive disorders or depressio n, comprising inhibiting 1 1 BHSDl as claimed in 
claim 1 or 10 . 

20. (Cancelled). 
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